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mind the report of the gun and the finding of the game,
if a pointer, the recovering if a retriever, should be con
nected one with another, so that on firing a gun to accus
tom a young dog to the sound, it is always well to walk up
and let him find, if a retriever, or pick up yourself if using a
pointer, a dead bird or rabbit. The dog should be made to
imagine that he and the report of the gun somehow obt?1ined
the game "lfterwards shown him.

If a dog shows any nervousness on the report of even a
small charge of powder, let him walk with an attendant a

hundred paces distant, and every time you squib off the gun
proceed to call him and pick up a bird, which can be laid down
when he is not looking. He will probably overcome his fear
in his anxiety to take part in a performance so interesting to
him, and can gradually be coaxed and brought nearer and
nearer to the shooter, until he at length learns to stand fire with
out dread, and thinks only of the game the report will produce.
Puppies, when first taking the field, should never be taxed with
too rapid or close firing, but may, as it were, be broken to the
gun by degrees, and with the aid of older dogs that never
flinch. A gun-shy dog that trembles and starts away at this or
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that shot, but does not bolt quite as far as home, and retLms when
called, may with great care and after some weeks of patience
on the part of his trainer be completely cured; but the really
bad case, such as the dog that, though divided by the breadth
of the field from the gun, goes off as hard as he can, tail
between legs, till he reaches his kennel or hides in a house
-one that, if led, nearly pulls his head off in wild struggles
must be considered hopeless: at least, we never saw or heard
of a complete cure for such a one that answered when put
to practical proof, except a mutton chop served with strychnine
sauce.

POINTERS AND SETTERS.

These dogs find their game by instinct, and require, if well
bred and keen, but little regular training; if they come of good
stock, they are pretty sure to stand any game, if working up wind,
that may be within twenty to forty yards, according as the scent
be strong or weak. The principal thing consists in teaching
them to 'quarter' the ground well, to cause them to 'dO\vn
charge' when the shot is fired, and, easiest of all, to break them
from chasing. To' down charge' well is the first lesson given,
and the dog may leam so much before ever he sees a bird or
gun. He can easily be taught this absolutely necessary duty
of a pointer or setter in a yard or garden. Impress upon the
dog's mind that every time the hand is raised above the head
and the word 'down' uttered, though he be walking or can
tering, down he has to lie. To fix this in the mind of a
young dog something more than the voice is necessary, and
so a check cord is brought into play. Many people in the first
place tell the dog to lie down-and this he will likely enough
do so lon~ as his master is standing over him-and then tie
him by a string twenty yards long secured to a peg sunk in the
ground. On walking away the dog will get up and endeavour
of follow his master, to be pulled up short on reaching the end
to his tether. But it will be found that a dog leams to 'down •
more readily if the' command • and the' check • come upon his
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notice at the same moment. For this reason the trainer would
do well to make a hole in the peg, pass a longer and running
string through it, and, holding it in the hand, walk away from the
dog; then, the instant the dog rises, the jerk against him of
the string and the word' down' occur at the same moment.
When the dog has well mastered this, his first, lesson, and lies
down as quickly as wished-will scarcely, indeed, get up without
being lifted, and will, moreover, remain down whether his master
be in or out of sight, engaged with other dogs or upon other
occupations-then his further education may be proceeded with.

He may now be taken about an open space with a long cord
still attached to the soft collar round his neck, and will have
to be taught to ' down' as before at any moment and in any posi
tion, as he moves about. After a little time, assuming that firm
ness and patience on the part ofhis master are judiciously shown,
and the cord is used to check him, and so call his attention to
the word 'down' when uttered, he will soon learn to obey and
drop at once on being told to do so. When the voice and cord
together induce him to 'down,' his obedience will have to be
tested in as many ways as possible-by walking round him, look.
ing at him, and leaving him; but he should not be spoKen to.
At first he will be sure to rise to follow his master, or because
he wishes to range at his will as before. At the moment of
rising, the voice and check-string come together, and down he

• goes. After a time he will obey the voice only, and the string
can be kept as a 'broad hint' (for it is more or less a punish.
ment) should the dog be inclined to move when down or
neglect the word' down,' and become careless or disobedient.
While this training is progressing a very lightly charged gun
can be occasionally fired. It will, at all events, be a satisfac
tion to know that the dog is not gun-shy, and if he is, it may
accustom him to the sound.

He may then, if so far perfect, be allowed to run loose,
still with a dozen yards of cord to his neck, out without its
end being held by his trainer. He must now be regularly
practised in 'dropping down,' whether far or near, and if he
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refuses, or stirs to get up when down till he is called up, the cord
should be taken hold of and rather strongly jerked as the
command is again given; and he may be tried several times
with the cord in hand to call his attention to the word 'down'
before he is allowed to run free again. The dog may next be
practised in 'quartering' ground (where there is no game), his
obedience to 'down charging' being frequently enforced for
fear he should forget his previous lessons.

Learning to quarter well is a difficult thing to teach lA

pointer or setter; as his knowledge of h"w to beat a field so as
to find the game without missing it comes to him very much
by instinct, he can only get perfect at it by slow degrees, and
cannot become really accomplished in this respect during his
first season.

Young dogs should at first be taught to quarter (that is, to
range about in search of game) against the wind only. The
trainer should walk across the ground and then return to cross
it again, moving up wind all the time, and waving his arm as
an encouragement to the dog to search about. The dog will
have to be carefully taught not to go twice over the same
ground or to range too wild, as well as not to turn inwards down
wind after having crossed up wind, as this would be not only
a useless proceeding but a loss of time. The trainer will have
to see that the dog does not work too far from him, and when
teaching a young one he will have to walk parallel to the dog,
Keeping him near or far as desired by a wave of the hand, and
ordering him to turn at the whistle, come to heel, or 'down
charge' now and then, to test his memory and discipline.

A dog should not be kept too long at this kind of work, or
he will becomt: sluggish and disappointed at not finding game,
80 that it needs to be got over as quickly, but withal as effectu
ally, as possible. Having now proceeded so far in the dog's
training, take him to where you are sure to find some partridges,
putting him through his evolutions of ranging and dropping to
command ell route. When near where the birds are likely to be
found, work for them against the wind, and keep the dog well
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in hand, but do not hold the check-string tied to his collar.
He will not only scent the birds, but if a well-bred dog will
I stand' them too. Go up to him, pat him, and encourage him
to steal slowly and steadily on, and at the same time secure the
end of the string in your fingers. When the birds rise he is
pretty sure to spring forward in his eagerness to try and catch
them. That moment, pull him steadily back with the string,
telling him in a stern voice to 'down charge' I By carrying out
the last instructions patiently and firmly, and repeating the pro-
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A Real Treasure.

cess as often as the dog requires it, a young pointer or setter,
if well bred, will usually soon learn to 'stand' birds, and after
wards to drop on their rising, of his own accord; but should
the dog persistently flush bird after bird, he is simply worth
nothing more than a charge of powder and shot We like to
see all pointers or setters taught to drop without an order on
the first bird or birds rising to the' point' It not only causes
them to be obedient and steady, but prevents them from flush
ing other birds close by, which would be apt to rise before

Google
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the gun was ready for lhem. To teach dogs to 'back' well,
all that is necessary is lo compel any others that may happen
to be undergoing training at the same time to ' down charge'
with the one lo whom the order is given, and they will, in con
sequence, soon learn to copy one another, both in 'standing,'
'backing,' and also in creeping forward to the game when the
dog that holds the scent is 'drawing' up to it; but care will
have to be taken that the dog who first' stands' is not passed
by others behind, jealously creeping up to him. If one does
so, he should be pulled back with a check-string and made to
'down charge' ; he will then soon learn to 'back' steadily.

Young pointers are often scolded for flushing game without
first pointing or even footing it, but the cleverest pointers and
setters will do this on a bad scenting day, as when the air is hot,
still, and dry, and dust from the ground, pollen on the turnips,
and a parched nose interfere with the dog's power of smell.
If pointers are very well broken, they may, as a final and most
useful course of their instruction, be taught to gallop off down
wind, turn at the sound of the whistle, and then work back
home against the wind to their master, so getting the birds,
it may be said, between two fires. If the game be wild, they
can thus render great assistance. To break pointers and setters
from chasing' fur' the check-string comes into play, just as it
does to correct them from springing after rising birds. Chasing
is an unpardonable fault, and one rarely seen even in a fairly
well-broken pointer; for, unlike a retriever, he is never allowed
to even think of such a thing as pursuit. With setters it is a
commoner occurrence, as they range wilder and wider, and are
not usually under such strict or good discipline as pointers.
Indeed it is sometimes found that many setters require a short
course of breaking-in at the commencement of every season.

To cure pointers and setters of chasing, let them, when
young, see a few tame rabbits about the enclosure near which
they are kennelled. They will soon become not only tired of
pointing them, but from frequent reprimands will otherwise
leave them alone. and before they take the field treat them



"ith indifference. It is those dogs who only see ground game
now and then that are most given to chasing. It is wiser to
take a young dog out where there are plenty of hares or rabbits
when undergoing his first lessons, than to take him, as is often
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'Ah-h! you brule I'

purposely done, where there are but few: in the former case
he will get accustomed to seeing them and require less correct
ing; but, if he only sees I fur' now and again, he is more likely
to be excited at its sudden appearance. Pointers and setters
'lometimes I stand' hares and rabbits by nature, but it is a habit

•Ware chase, will YOII?'

to be strongly discouraged. Dogs, if broken to find I fur,' will be
disheartening animals at finding birds, will not quarter well, will
stick to the hedge bottoms, and cause a loss of time and temper
to the shooter. The fewer and shorter the words of encourage
ment or reprimand a trainer employs the better, and the easier

GoogIc
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and quicker will they be understood by his pupils. C Ware
chase I' answers both to tell a dog that birds have flown and to
scold him away from' fur' or 'feather.' 'Heel I' orders him to
walk close behind his master; 'Come to heel, will you?' if he
leaves without orders; 'Soho " to induce the dog to stand stiff
at a point, and till his master approaches; 'Have a care \' or
'Steady I ' with an upraised hand, a movement of significance to
a dog to make him go slowly and carefully forward; and, lastly,
'Hold up I' with a wave of the hand as he follows at hee~ will
send him off joyfully to quarter for game in front of his master.

Little has been said about teaching a pointer or setter to
find, which means to ' scent,' game; for, as before remarked, this
part of his training lies more with the dog than his master, and
is a gift of nature peculiar to his breed. A good scenting dog
will carry his nose high of his own accord (with a retriever the
reverse is the case); if he does not do so, teach him to find,
when a puppy, previously concealed' titbits' placed a foot or so
above ground. In fact, every pointer or setter may go through
a course of seeking for hidden food; it will, at all events,
do him no harm, and may do a great deal of good. Make it
a golden rule, however, never to let the dog see you throw or
place what he has to discover; for it is by scent he has to find
it (as afterwards his game), and 1101 by sight; make him also,
when he does draw up to the object of his search, stand
steady, checking him back with a string if necessary should
he wish to rush in; then approach him, pat him, and allow
him to go slowly forward to the word' steady' and enjoy the
morsel, talking kindly to him meanwhile and giving it him
piece by piece in your hand (never throw it him) as he licks
and snuffles for it.

Young dogs may even be treated to 'titbits' such as they
love when first taking the field. A careless scampering puppy
has often been taught to mend his ways in a short time on
observing his better behaved companions rewarded with pieces
of food for a clever performance on their part, given of course
at the moment of its accomplishment. .
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The foregoing hints equally apply to setters and spaniels;
but spaniels, though they require just the same treatment, are
by nature so bustling and lively that they are more difficult to
manage, and want more time and trouble expended on them
to make them perfect, than is the case with pointers and
setters.

RETRIEVERS.

A retriever is, to our mind, the king of all sporting dogs.
He has none of the heaviness (or stupidity) of the pointer, or
the fawning adulation for a master shown by the setter or
spaniel His mien is dignified, his actions show the height
of animal intelligence, and he is affectionate and companion.
able as is no other dog used for shooting. He does not waste
his love here and there and on anyone that chooses to fondle
him and call him pleasant names; he keeps his affection for
his real master-he who owns, houses, and works him, whether
he be gen,tleman or keeper. If he does a clever act he cares
not for the approval of outsiders. He is not, he feels, working
for them j he works for but one, his master, and to him only he
looks for encouragement and words of praise. His actions do
not run in a groove, as do those of the pointer, setter, or spaniel,
for he often has to act, and on the moment judge for himself,
what is correct behaviour on his part, and what is not; and it
well broken his thoughtful sagacity rarely fails him, though he
be out of sight and hearing of his trainer. Though it is
difficult to say what a retriever is or should be, he is, without
doubt, a modern invention necessitated by the increase of
game, by its wildness, which causes it to be oftener wounded,
as well as by the decadence (from their comparative uselessness
in shooting nowadays) of pointers and setters. The object of
a retriever is, it need scarcely be said, to save wounded game
from being lost, and the true sportsman would rather see a
retriever find and save one wounded bird than take half-a-dozen
pot shots at as many unwounded, found by a pointer and
flushed underfoot
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As to the kind of retriever, as just remarked, it W Duld be
difficult to say what a pure retriever is; whether he should
be short or long, low or tall, smooth or curly-coated. We
can merely recommend what is most useful for the field. It is
usually insisted upon, that whatever form a retriever takes, he
must, at all events, be black as soot from nose to end of
tail; and yet some of the very best of the class for work
(not show) have not obeyed this regulation as to colour.
Many retrievers have setter blood in them, and are often
commended fur this; but it is difficult to see the practical
use of the cross, and the evident disadvantage is, that a dog
so bred has a habit of working up wind (as does a setter) and
carrying his bead high instead of circling in all directions with
his nose to the ground when seeking wounded game, as of
course he should do.

A mixture of retriever and colley blood has been tried,
but this serves no good end; a cross between a small retriever
and a large Irish water-spaniel, however, gives a very good
dog. A retriever, to be useful, shuuld have legs 'short and
as straight as darts, firm and strong; a full-sized head (a
dog with a too small head is rarely a clever worker), a tail
that does not curl over his back, but is borne high and
light, good loins, a shaggy and yet glossy coat, small ears,
large feet with well-planted toes that do not splay outwards,
and a deep well-formed chest, which does not imply a broad,
massive one-the latter is a disadvantage, as it means a slow
and heavy dog, especially in covert; lastly, a coat as black as
you can get it. A curly-coated dog is, we have usually found,
harder to break than a smooth-coated one, but, on the other
hand, is generally the quicker and more dashing of the two, as
well as being in our experience the cleverest.

There is no greater nuisance out shooting than a half
broken retriever. To see a retriever bolting about a field,
putting up covey after covey that would otherwise have
afforded sport, and to hear and see keepers, masters, and men
yelling. gesticulating, swearing, and even dancing with rage, all
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about one miserable dog, not to speak of the sport that is
destroyed thereby, is a painful infliction. It is almost worse
in covert. Maybe Mr. So-and-so brings out with him what
lie considers a well·broken dog. At the gathering of guns,
keepers, and beaters before starting, many admire the dog, for
he appears handsome and intelligent, and keeps at heel when
not among the game. Mr. So-and-so is proud of his dog. It
is probably a recent gift or purchac;e, or one that he doe:; not
know much about, and he wonders how it was he got him,
good character notwith5tanding, such a bargain. A friend
remarks, ' I have not a dog with me, as I dare not bring mine
out till I feel he is safe, so if I lose any game I hope you will
allow me to borrow yours.' At length the coverts are reached;
the owner of the retriever gets some shots, and after a period
notices his dog did not follow him over the last fence or out
of the brushwood; but he has no qualms; the dog, perhaps,
remained behind with some one else, as his nature was, he
knew, very affectionate.

Presently, and when all are at a halt before gettmg in line,
pheasants are seen rising in a far part of the covert, a part
not yet, but jnst about to be, beaten, and very likely one reserved
till the last as being the best, or that has had birds driven into
it, so that the guns may stand outside and get shots at its un·
disturbed contents. In a moment the head-keepers or the
host's eyes are riveted to the spot. One or the other turns with
furious countenance to the equally astonished group of assis
tants near him, and asks, 'Who the -- is forward in the wood?'
They reply as one man, horrified at such a wicked suggestion,
, No one, sir.' A frightened boy pipes out, 'Please, sir, I heard
a dog bark!' The other guns who are standing by in a less
degree dumbly reflect the anger of their host. Poor Mr.
So·and-so with a bold front trembles inwardly, hoping against
hope-a hope ruthlessly dispelled on seeing-what everyone
else sees too-his own Don dash out of and back into the
cover yelping after a rabbit, and so continue his course of
sport-spoiling, curses, threats, and whistles being in vain.

L Z
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Tht: host at length remarks in cutting tone, 'Perhaps,
So-and-so, as your dog knows you well, you could go up to him
and bring him quietly out.' The unhappy owner of the delin
quent takes a wild plunge into the wood; he will get the dog
or die in the attempt is his feeling. But the former part of this
performance is none so easy. Don is mad with excitement at
the amount of game he sees all round him; one moment he
dashes at a rabbit, the next tries to • fly' after a pheasant rising
under his nose. The further his master follows him, the more
harm is he conscious he and his dog are doing. At last, by
throwing himself on the animal in a thicket of thorns, the
sinner is caught, and has a pleasant time of kicks and cuffs for
live minutes, for no stick or whip is handy, and his yelps call
forth curt and pleased remarks from the beaters and keepers in
the distance, such as, • He's got hold on 'im !' • Ey, man, he is
larropping 'im !' The dog is led back with a handkerchief, and
is as much an object of loathing as if he were mad. The host
looks for the rest of the day as if all his and his friends' sport had
been completely spoiled, and the head-keeper audibly and with
great gravity and seriousness remarks, • Folks as 'as dogs as
'as no manners 'as no right to bring 'em out and spoil other
folks' sport.' Poor Mr. So-and-so has learnt a lesson which
will last him his life, which is, that no gentleman, keeper, or
beater should ever on any account take out when sporting in
company a retriever that he does not know from personal
experience is worthy of absolute confidence.

The above by no means unfrequent incident is given as a
warning to young shooters, and as an inducement to them to
bestow all possible pains and time in completely breaking in a
retriever, and, when broken in, to influence them to thoroughly
try and test his discipline at first when out shooting alone, or
at all events at home.

Discipline and unswerving obedience are of the utmost
importance in a retriever, for the amount of •sport-spoiling' a
wild dog can achieve in a few minutes is incalculable. The
power of scent in a retri~ver is a gift of nature or the result of
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practice, and is, it may be said, of secondary value compared
with the quality of obedience. A bad-scenting dog may im·
prove, and if steady can, anyhow, always be used A wild, dis
obedient dog, however good his nose, is practically useless.

The first instruction a retriever puppy should receive is find
ing, when hungry, pieces of concealed meat about the enclosure
where he is kept; these he should be encouraged to seek for and
find, and he may (unlike a pointer) be allowed to go straight up
and eat them as the immediate reward of his cleverness. Se
condly, he should be taught to 'foot' after a 'titbit' dragged some
distance by a long string, straight during his first lessons and
afterwards in circles or zigzags. The longer he is practised in
doing this ,the more thoroughly will he be trained and the more
anxious to find_ Make a point of practising him yourself when
alone, and on no account let him be disappointed in finding. If
after a careful search he does not succeed, lay down a piece of
ineat near him in the track of the other and let him find that,
or else lead him up to the original piece. He will also have to
learn to 'retrieve' as well as to find This will come quite
naturally to him If a steady well-bred dog. Begin at short
distances, only a few yards and in sight, and lengthen the
space by degrees till the object you throw (a stuffed rabbit
or partridge with a piece of meat thrust inside it ior scent)
falls out of sight, first in long grass, then over a hedge or In

a thicket The dog will also need careful training in the
matter of 'down charging' with the check-string at home,
and as directed in regard to pointers, before he is taken into
the field He may then continue his lessons in some place
where ground game are fairly plentiful, and be broken from
, chasing.' The first time he sees game running of course he
chases; he cannot help doing so-it is his nature, he knllws
no better. At first flog him pretty smartly with a whip (never
a stick), and if of ordinarily amenable nature, though for
some time he may make frequent attempts at chasing, the
crack of the whip, as a reminder of what he may expect on his
retun., will bring him round to heel again after he has gone

Z 2
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a short distance in a half-hearted, doubtful manner. If the
above course of instruction fai~ then, and not till then, a score
yards of check-string may be attached to his neck to pull
him up short when he attempts a chase, letting him get half
the length of the string before pulling him back. A retriever
is however far better when broken from chasing without the
aid of a check-string if possible.

Provided the dog is fairly cured of chasing, taught to •down
charge,' find, return, and keep at heel, and is generally docile
and obedient, he may be taken out with a well-broken dog and
a gun. He should for an hour or so be allowed to watch what
goes on, hear the report, and see the other dog retrieve the
game. The old dog can then be kept up, and the young one
have a try, the shooter being careful to choose an easy shot so
as to make sure of dropping the game. At first, lead the dog
up to the spot, tell him to 'seek,' cautioning him meanwhile to
be steady.- If he have a hard mouth he will pounce on the bird
and crush it; if not, he will lift it gingerly, as if half afraid of
it, especially if the bird can flutter. In the latter case he is all
right, and always will be ; in the former he will require a little
more education in the matter, and should be treated as follows.
Have ready prepared a piece of hedgehog skin, and secure it
firmly by elastic straps or twine to a recently killed partridge.
Give the dog to an attendant, and substitute the bird just
dropped for the other. Now let the retriever seek and find,
and from pricking his mouth he will soon learn to pick up game
tenderly, whether alive or dead; and he can be practised after
wards at home in the same manner. Stuffing gloves or skins
with pins is cruel and injurious, and cannot be done in the'
field to game, where the first lessons of this kind should in
variably take place. Puppies intended for wildfowl shooting
should be taught to go into the water in summer and autumn,
and then in the winter they will not shirk the cold.

R. P. G.
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CHAPTER XVL

PIGEON SHOOTING FROM TRAPS.

To attempt in these days a defence of pigeon-shooting would
be considered by many an ungrateful task, yet it is with
a full sense of responsibility that we give to this branch of
shooting a place in the present volume, nor is it really a
difficult matter to dispose of the numerous allegations, most of
them wholly devoid of truth, which have been brought forward
as the heavy artillery to support the attacks made upon it by
sentimentalists. We are inclined to clear the ground by saying
that we do not claim it as a ' sport,' but as a perfectly legitimate
pastime in which men of all degrees may indulge without
discredit so long as the rules of fair play and the ordinary code
of humanity be properly observed That these are observed,
and that no form of wanton cruelty is permitted at the leading
shooting clubs in London and the country, has of late been
amply shown, and it is worthy of note that at the London
Gun Club, the head-quarters of pigeon shooting, the committee
of which stand in much the same position towards adherents
of pigeon shooting as the Jockey Club occupy towards the
racing community, the officers of the Royal Society for Pre
vention of Cruelty to Animals have been cordially invited to
attend, without previous notice, in order that they may satisfy
themselves of the humane manner in which the birds are
treated They have expressed themselves perfectly satisfied,
and we would recommend those who may be concerned in
forming a pigeon-shooting club to visit the Gun Club and
Hurlingham, and there ascertain for themselves the rules and
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restrictions, which are imposed upon all engaged, for ensuring
the prevention of cruelty and the preservation of fair play for
shooters and birds alike. Of course if shooting-Le. the de·
struction of birds or beasts with gun or rifle-be crue~ then
pigeon shooting is cruel. But we hope to be able to show
that it is no more so than any other form of sport; nay morc,
that the pigeon slain at the traps has a happier lot both in life
and death than most of the animals which minister to the
pleasure or necessity of the lords of creation.

We may fairly point to the names of those who have
followed with zest the pastime of pigeon shooting, a list spread
over four or five generations, and comprising most of the best·
known sportsmen of this century, as an answer to the diatribes
of ignorant sentimentalists. The leading pigeon-shooters, since
the days when the 'Old Hats' at Ealing was the principal
rendezvous, have been men noted for their devotion to spon
of every kind, and to write down their names in order should
be sufficient to convince an unprejudiced person that a pastime
to which they were addic:ted cannot be dismissed as contemptible,
brutal, or un-English. Surely Mytton, Osbaldeston, Ross and
Anson may appeal to us as the bearers of good English names,
giants of sport, men trained to feats of endurance and nerve on
foot and on horseback. Later on we find the late General
Hall, and Mr. Stirling Crawfurd (one of the best), Mr. Walter de
Winton, Lord Leconfield, Lord Hl:lntingficld, Mr. Corrance, Mr.
W. G. Craven, the late Mr. Dudley Ward, and a host of others
well known at the covert-side, on the turf, or on the moor and
stubble; while to pass to our more immediate contemporaries,
the names of Bateson, Hill, Cayley, de Grey, Rimington.
Wilson, Shelley, Hargreaves, and many others need no recom
mendation to modern sportsmen. The jungles of Mrica, the
precipices of the Himalayas or 'Rockies,' the corries of
Inverness-shire, or the wolds of Yorkshire have known them
alike in their generation, and we might be safe in assuming that
a pastime with which they have not been ashamed to identify
their names needs no further defence.
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But a few facts are useful to satisfy the uninitiated, and first
we would lay great stress upon the circumstance that the
pigeon leads the happiest of lives, until the moment when,
startled by the fall of the trap and by noise behind him,
he flies away for his life. It is a complete error to suppose
that he is ill·treated. If he were, he would not be worth the
fancy price, sometimes as high as half-a-crown a bird, which
the match-shooter pays for him. He is used to being
handled, and the writer has often seen birds feeding on stray
grains of corn, or comporting themselves in a manner which
proved how utterly unconcerned they were, in the hampers
within a minute of their being trapped and killed.

They are brought up upon the very best of food and water,
and in all things treated as carefully as a race-horse. The best
of reasons exists for this: their value depends upon it, and
the desire of the pigeon-shooter is to get the strongest and
liveliest birds to test his skill upon. As to wounding, no doubt
some are wounded; but suffering is reduced to a minimum
by the rapid retrieving, and on the best grounds by the high
boundary. For if a bird be strong enough to get over this
his struggle for life is short, and he probably drops dead a few
yards beyond it. If broken-winged he is retrieved and his
neck wrung in a scientific manner in less time than it takes to
describe the act. We would urge upon those who may be
interested in founding a shooting club special attention to the
following points: (I) Let the birds be supplied by some well
known pigeon-dealer who has every interest in supplying the
best, and producing them fresh and uninjured upon the ground.
(:I) Let the Club have spacious and well ventilated baskets,
and provision for the birds to be placed in the shade during
hot weather. (3) Let the rules be stringent against any ill-treat
ment or mutilaticn. (4) Let the trapper be the servant of
the pigeon-dealer, and not of the club, that it may be to his
interest that all the birds should be healthy and fly strongly.
(5) Let the puller have a mechanical appliance for pulling,
and let him be the servant of the club, to prevent any collusion
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as to producing a different class of birds for different people.
(6) Let the birds be taken from the dealer's hampers, and
mixed into the club hampers in the presence of members or
officials of the club. (7) Insist upon the dealer producing
good dogs for rapid retrieving. (8) Let the boundary fence,
where practicable, be a good height, say 8 feet, and let a person
be employed to look after and secure at once any birds which
may fall dead or wounded outside the boundary. (9) Let the
club always, if possible, have rights over a larger space of ground
than the absolute shooting enclosure, in order that the forego
ing system may be carried out. (10) Arrange if possible for
the traps to be shifted when necessary, so as to shoot always
with the wind.

The height of the Gun Club enclosure averages 9 feet, and
the average distance from the middle trap is 70 yards. At
Hurlingham the average distance from traps is 75 yards, and the
lower enclosure 8 feet high. There is here a very high fence to
protect other parts of the club grounds from shot, but the scor
ing of a dead or lost bird is determined by the lower fence.
We strongly recommend the long distance or 'fall,' as it is
termed, from the traps with the high fence, on the score of
humanity. At Monte Carlo the boundary is only 18 metres
from the centre trap, and the fence about 3 feet 6 inches high,
enabling a large proportion of birds to escape wounded. At
the Cercle des Patineurs at Paris the birds fall into water.
Neither of these is a humane arrangement, but we do not re
quire to go abroad to learn anything connected with shooting.

The handicap should range from 21 yards to 31, but the
ground should be so arranged as to afford the possibility of
shooting at 35 yards, or even farther. Let the longest distance
mark, say at 31 yards, be some way out from the barrier be
hind which those who are not shooting must stand, and the
trap-pulling machine very near the 31 yards mark, that the
shooter may not be rlistracted by the remarks of onlookers,
and that the puller and the shooter may hear each other dis
tinctly. A good pulling machine is an expensive thing, yet we
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should ra:ommend every club to look upon it as a necessity.
It should so work that no one, and certainly not the< puller,
can possibly tell which trap will come over next. 'Si vis pacem,
para bellum'; and on the same principle we should insist
strongly upl)n everything being done beforehand to arm the
cause of fair-play against collusion of any kind between puller,
shooter, or trapper. Every form of dishonesty in pigeon-shoot

.ing is preventible excepting one-a man missing a bird on
purpose. This, however, is of no great consequence, unless
there be betting, and though there generally is betting, more
or less, at all pigeon matches or sweeps, it is not within the
province of this volume to deal with its abuses. All we can do
is to lay before novices who are beginning to shoot pigeons, or
forming a new club, the best means of checking dishonesty of
any kind.

A few hints will be necessary to those about to attempt
pigeon-shooting. In the case of an absolute beginner with the
gun this is a very useful way of learn,ing how to handle it in
the most safe and effective manner. We would recommend a
single-barrelled gun to begin with, and should place the young
shooter at 21 yards or even nearer, increasing the distance as
he improves. Impress upon him the necessity of not fixing
his eyes upon any particular trap, and of not standing in a con
strained or set position. He should be as free as possible, the
left hand fairly well fonvard on the barrels, the stock gripped
firm in the right, and the whole gun, though below the elbow,
sufficiently forward to admit of its being brought smartly to the
shoulder without the stock catching either the elbow or the
coat. Let him pull trigger at the instant of bringing his gun to
bear upon the spot he intends to hit, and not after' poking' or
dwelling on the bird. Tell him to shoot well over the biras,
and always (if he be using a double-barrel) to shoot the second
barrel as carefully as the first. When you have said this there
is no more to be said to a complete novice. Further instruction
must be given by the correction of his peculiar faults as time
goes on.
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To one more experienced with the gun, but shooting at the
traps for the first time, we must try and give more detailed
advice We will suppose him armed with a gun that suits
him, and Purdey, Grant, and a few, though not many, of the
other leading gunmakers can ensure this for him. He will
take his gun and cartridges from a rack, or from the gun
maker's assistant, only at the moment when he is called on to
shoot; to wait about carrying a gun, apart from the fact that it
is probably against rules, is tiring, however imperceptibly, to the
wrists or arms. Load when at the mark, not before, lest you
should one day arrive there and on pulling trigger find your gun
empty and lose a bird. Be careful to cock both barrels, and
let the loading and cocking become a mechanical sequence
never omitted on reaching the mark. Take your stand facing
the traps, with the left foot only a little in advance of the
right, and be careful to feel that yOIl are thoroughly firm on
your feet. The positions of the feet and body should be
practically the same as in boxing, and a steady balance on
both feet is absolutely necessary.

Now reflect as to your weak point in shooting: If you are
specially taxed by a bird going to the left, face the middle trap,
or slightly to the left of the middle. If you are weak at shots
to your right, face somewhere about No. 4 trap, but do not in
either case fix your eyes upon any particular trap. Stand
well upright, for leaning forward is, speaking generally, a fault
in style, as tending to depress the muzzle of the gun when
firing. Avoid all hard-set or cramped positions, keeping your
action free and loose, with one exception-let your hands grip
the gun very firmly. Raise your gun, if you like, once or twice,
not more, to the shoulder, to ascertain that your left is grip
ping the barrels at the right length. Keep your left as far
forward on the barrels as you can, consistently with the gun
coming quickly up and down. Do not hurry yourself at all j

give the' Are you ready?' calmly, and the' Pull I'equally so,
but be careful to hear the answering' Yes' of the puller before
.;aymg I Pull.' Shoot quickly, if possible, rather fJVer the bird i
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and lastly, always until you have gained great experience use
your second barrel at the bird, and carefully, even though he
be knocked down and ~pparently di'iabled. Many a match
has been lost owing to a bird presumed to be dead by the
shooter rising and getting out.

Should the bird not rise when the trap comes over, but re
main seated, take your decision immediately whether to call
, No bird' or ta stick to him till he does rise. As a general
rule we would advise taking a sitter, and sticking to him;
since you know whelc he is, and have only to watch intently
for his rising. But a very good rule is to be guided by the
direction of his head-to refuse him if it be turned away, and
take him if turned towards you. Some very experienced
shooters invariably refuse sitting birds. But, whichever rule
you adopt, stick to it; and, if you choose to shoot at them,
make a study of how to kill them with certainty, bearing in
mind that you are entitled to shoot the instant the bird's wings
are open and his feet off the ground.

In double-rise shooting (for which the distance is now
usually twenty-five yards) the above instructions apply equally.
Shoot at the bird which first catches your eye, and should you
not kill him, shoot at the same again. If you kill him, above
all do not hurry with your second banel on the other bird.
This is the great secret of successful double-rise shooting.
You have more time than you think, and in very many in
stances the second bird will cross as though to join the other
one, even though the latter be killed. Of course if only one
of the two sits on the trap, kill the one that rises as quickly as
possible. If both sit, it is better as a rule to take them; they are
likely to fiy across and towards each other, giving easy shots.

In shooting a match, whether at twenty-five, fifty, or a
hundred birds each, there are a few points worth remembering.
If you win the toss, take the lead; it is as well not to have to
kill to win at the end in case it comes to that. Take a chair,
sit apart from spectators and conversation, and rivet your
mind entirely upon your own performance, though watching
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your adversary, as in all contests, with sufficient care to be sure
that he adheres to rules. Take no heed of his score, nor of
any remarks made to you by anyone, for remember that it is
your performance which decides the match. Say to yourself,
•If I can kill so many birds, I win ;' and work straight away
to make this score, leaving all consideration of what your
adversary makes out of the question. Do not begin carelessly j

many a match is lost through carelessness at the start, and the
first bird counts one on the score as well as the last. If the
weather be hot and the match a long one, keep in the shade
or have an umbrella, and have water at hand to cool the gun
barrels frequently. No man can shoot his best with a hot gun.
If in winter and the weather be very cold, keep warm between
the shots, -and wear thick shooting boots to keep the feet
dry. Eat and drink next to nothing during the match, but if it
be a long match, have a cup of beef tea, cold or hot, during the
interval. Avoid Dutch courage, and remember that to do your
best you must be in perfect health. A match of one hundred
birds each will surely try your nerve and endurance, and you
ought to be as well and fit to do it as though you were going
to fight. The conditions of making a match must be left to
the judgment, but we would advise no one to match himself to
shoot at one hundred birds until he has tried himself a few
times at that number. Such a match lasts three hOUTi and a
half, and many a man who is first-rate at twenty-five or fifty
birds cannot stay the longer course equally well. Seventy
kills out of a hundred, at thirty yards rise, used to be con
sidered good, that is, making seventy kills to thirty misses, or
just under five to two, which was formerly almost the invariable
bet on the gun v. the bird.

This score, however, is not good enough to win a first-class
match in' these days, and unless a man can be pretty sure of kill.
ing 80 out of 100 he had better let the best shots of the present
day alone; Captain Ross, many years ago, is said to have killed
96 out of 100, but there is very little doubt the birds were not
so good in those days as they are now, and the shooters then
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used very heavy charges-It ol. to It Ol. shot, and heavy guns.
Lord Huntingfield also made some remarkable totals, but his
best distance was 25 yards. His charge It Ol. and No. 6 shot
in the first, with No. 5 in the second barrel

Though pigeon shooting had been in vogue since 1790 or
thereabouts, handicaps were never shot, or at least an: not
recorded until 1856. The first of these was shot at Purdey's
ground at Willesden at that date, the handicap varying from
30 to 24 yards, and it is worthy of note that the two first
were won by the long-distance men. Not long after this
Mr. Frank Heathcote started handicapping at Hornsey Wood,
whither the shooters had repaired when the Red House
at Battersea was done away with. About this time General
Hall, whose shooting at Six Mile Bottom, near Newmarket,
became so famous, was in command of the First Life Guards,
and, himself one of the best, had in his regiment a whole
array of first-rate shots, among them Lord Leconfield, Mr.
W. de Winton, and Captain (now General) Bateson. A match
was shot between the latter and Sir F. Milbank at Hornsey
Wood House for a large sum of money, and before an immense:
attendance, there being over twenty coaches on the ground.
Bateson won the match, which was at 25 birds each, 25 yards
rise. Another notable match was between Lord Aveland and
Mr. Reginald Cholmondeley. Later on Mr. F. Heathcote
founded Hurlingham, and here, under the patronage of the
highest in the land and every well-known sportsman in England,
pigeon-shooting entered upon that flourishing condition which
it maintains to this day. Then came the Gun Club, founded
by Lord Stormont and other well-known shots, and it is here
that of late years all the best men have competed Here every

. modem improvement in guns, powders, or cartridges has been
brought to the test, and there can be no doubt that the practical
proofs supplied by pigeon-shooting have been of great service
to the science of modem gunnery. No better test of guns or
charges is necessary than the fact of what first-rate shots will
use when shooting for a heavy stake. Some good matches and
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notable performances have been seen at the Gun Club and
elsewhere of recent years, and the arrival of Captain Bogardus,
and later of Dr. Carver, two American professional shooters,
each professing to be champion of the world, produced some
contests of special interest. A match was shot at the Gun Club
between Bogardus and Captain Shelley, when the fomler won
easily. His heavy gun and smashing charges of powder, the
charge of powder being unlimited at that time, gave him an
undoubted advantage. Many English &hooters at once adopted
the same method, with the result that two years later the charge
of powder was limited by Gun Club rules to 4 drs., and the
weight of guns to 8 lbs. Too heavy a gun is no advantage,
but the contrary, and to prove this the present writer shot a
match at 100 birds for lOO!. a side in which he conceded to his
opponent, the late Mr. Bobm, 5 yards on condition that that
gentleman used a gun weighing 10 lbs. Before the match was
half over Mr. Bolanl offered 50!. to be allowed to use a light
gun, an advantage which was of course refused, and Mr. Bolam
lost the match by an absurdly large number of birds. Bogardus
was next tackled by Mr. Dudley Ward, who shot a tie with him,
each killing 84 out of Ioo-a very fine score. On shooting off
Mr. Ward won easily. The famous match between Mr. Aubrey
Coventry and Bogardus at Brighton came next, but here the
Englishman was defeated, the scores not being on either side
particularly high. Bogardus is reported to have said it was
'no catch' shooting against our best men.

Next appeared Dr. Carver, whose marvellous skill with the
rifle had fairly astonishec the world After shooting many
matches and never being beaten or approached (excepting in
a contest at 25 birds each with Mr. Heygate, one of the best
shots at the Gun Club, especially in a short match, the result
being a tie), he finally shot against the present writer at the
Hendon ground on December 8, 1882, for 5OO!. a side. This
match ended in a tie, each killing 83 out of 100. There was
much betting on this contest, and it was rendered peculiarly
exciting by the fact that it was a tie at the 50th bird, and again
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eight or nine times during the last half of the match, as at the
finish. The writer was unlucky, for his 50th bird fel! dead
upon a small building within the endosure, but by the custom
of the ground was given a lost bird. Carver did some wonder
ful things, but though he and Bogardus (who were, it should
be remembered, professionals) claim to be better than out
best men, they certainly failed to prove it by their public per
fotmances.

The best pigeon-shots ot Hurlingham and the Gun Club
of recent years have been, or are, Lord Hill, Lord de Grey,
Captain Shelley, Mr. Berkeley Lucy, Mr. Dudley Ward, Mr.
Aubrey Coventry, Captain Aubrey Patton, Mr. H. J. Roberts,
and Lord de Clifford. while a host of others would run any of
these very close.

We have not gone into the details of setting traps, of
mechanical appliances, pavilions, scoring-boards, or measure
ments generally, because so long as pigeon-shooting lasts all
information of the sort, together with rules, &c., can be readily
obtained from the secretaries of Hurlingham or the Gun Club
for the benefit of anyone wishing to start a new club or ground.
The Hon. D. Monson at Hurlingham, or Mr. G. A Battcock
at the Gun Club, both excellent referees and men with wide
experience of the subject, would gladly give facts and informa
tion which the limits of this volume do not admit of our setting
down here.

In conclusion we would advise all young shooters, whether
at home or abroad, to shoot pigeons only at recognised clubs,
and to avoid promiscuous gatherings, where they nught find
their experience rather dearly bought.

A. J. S .W.
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WITH regard to the much talked of ' Paradox' Gun, we give tlle
result of some practical trials which we personally undertook to
test its capabilities, experiments which convince us of the value of
this weapon for large game shooting abroad, as well as for ordinary
game shooting, whether abroad or at home. The shooting given
here is not chosen from the best of a series of shots, but is simpl)'
the result of taking the gun up and using it in an ordinary way.

. The gun in appearance and weight is exactly similar to an ordinary
12 bore.

Tn'a! ofMessrs. Hollands' • Parador' SAot and Ba!! Gun,
May 20, 1886.

1St senes, Ball.-6 shots; tired right and left, with conical
express bullets. Range 100 yards; all in 1 j in. x 4j in. See
No. I.

2nd sen'es, BaI!.-6 shots; right and left. Range So yards;
same cartridges as before, making the extraordinarily fine diagram
of I ~ in. x 2t in., all being in the centre of the bull's-eye. See
No. 2.

No. •.
Size.•• x 4. inches.

No. 2-

Size. 1. x 2i inches.

• •
• •

•
•

6 ~IIOts 100 yards. 6 shots 50 yards.

3rd series, Sllot.-8 shots; range 40 yards. Charge, 3 dr.
No. 4 powder + 1* 01. No. 6 shot, 30 in. circle; making the very
good patterns of-right, average 144; left, average 165; with good
force and an even distribution of the pellets.
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ABRKV FAR~I, Thetford. ~port

at. 166. 167
Accident-, 34. 38, IQI, 1.\4.

174, 176, 196
Ammunition. 99
Ants' egg' for partridges, 253
Automatic cartridge extractors,

52

RAIll:F.RS, 2,s3. 284
Bags of game. large, 12-17. 19,

24-26, 45, 179, ISO. 21 I,

212, 213. 269
Raucock. :\[r. (;. A., 345
Ratterie" 164
BaUue,. 3. 20. 182
Beagles, 261. 262
Beaters, and their dutie~. 22,

131,133. 144, 146,164,167,
169-liI, IS7, 188, 190, 193,
1<)6.201,219.220,265,266.
268: i"" Keepers

Beginners in shoo'ing, hints 10,

31 : caution with loaded guns,
3 [ : following game with gun,
32. 33; fitting gun to ~hooter,

33: precaution' against acci
dell~ discharge, 34, 38 : care
in firing, 34: too long and

l.

BRA

too near shots, 35, 41: on
~elf-laudation, 35; training.
36 ; how to carry a gun, 37 ;
choice of a gun, 38, 39 ; aim
ing forward, 40; where to
strike, 41 ; use of one or both
eyes in aiming, 42, 43 ; scien
tific shooting, 44; shooting
schools, 46, 47 ; further hints
to shooters, 176- I78; single
harrelled guns for begmners
in pigeon shooting, 339 : Set

Shooters and Shooting
Belgian gun-barrels, 66
Herberis (.Jlahollia) a'1"ifolia,

19°
Bird enemies, 246
Binningham guns, 55, 66, 74,

86
Biscuit for dogs, 320
Black list, the, 273-289
Blubherhousc Moors, sport at,

24
Blue rocks; sa Wood Pigeon
Bogardus, Captain, 344
Bohemia, sport in, 14, 15, [177]
Bo!am, :\lr., 344
Boots, 342
Bore of guns, 96
Bradgate Park, 214, 240, 241

A A
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Hue
Buckenham, sport at, 164, 169,

21 3
Buckle, lsaae, keeper, 297
Buckle, John, keeper, 297
Buzzards, 286

CA\tBRID{;E, sport in, 9, 27,29,
179

Caps, ,hooting, colour of, 165
Caps, gun, SI, 112
Cartridges, 52, 53. 101, 108;

gas-tight, 10<); Joyce's inven·
tion, 110; sizes and colours,
110; braS!; cases, 110; Eley's,
110; Kynoch's, 11I; brass
Vtr.ws paper, I I I

Cartridge-extractors, 52
Carver, Dr., 344
Cases, gun, 11 5, 116
Cats, 277, 278, 287 ;SU Ve~in

Cercle des Patineurs, Pans,
pigeon shooting at, 25~

Chantilly, sport at, 30
Charges of guns, 101-103
Cherry Row, plan of covert, 2 I 7
Chilled shot, 104
Choke-bores, 62, 63, 82-85,

104, 105
Chronometer oil for cleaning

guns, 118
Cleaning guns, 116-120, [119]
Cleaning-rods, 120, [119]
Clothing, 18!), 189, 225
C1umber spaniels, 262
Cocker spaniels, 263
Coops, 238, 242
Copper caps, 51
Coverts, planted, 190 ; plans of,

21 5-224
Crops of pigeons, contents of,

228

ELE

Crossbows, 297
Crows, 246, 274, 275, 285; su

Vermin
Croxteth, sport at, 213

DAMASCUS barrels, 64. 65
Decoy pigeons, 226, 227, 229
Detonating powder, 50
Detonators, 5 I

Dogs, uses, merits and demerits
of, 5, 9, 10, 14, 22, 131.135,
140, 142-146. 156, 157, 172,
192, 193, 199, 201, 2°3, 246,
257, 261-265, 3°3; breaking,
315; points of a good re
triever, 316; first lessons,
316; punishment, 317; peni.
tent, 318; use of the lash.
318 ; kindness to, 320; food,
320; gun-shy. 320, 321;
training pointers and setters,
322; teaching to quarter.
324; • down charge,' 325;
hacking, 326; curing chasing,
326; words of encourage
ment, 328; teaching finding,
328; superiority of retrievers
over other classes, 329; pure
and cross breeds, 330; mis
chief done by half-broken
animals, 331; tmining re
trie\·ers, 333; ue vo!. ii.

Drivers, 162; see Keepers

E.C. POWDER, lOO, 102
Ejector guns, 55, 59, 60; see

Guns
Electric light in grouse shooting

(a hoax), 21
Ele)", Messrs., cartridge-makers,

110
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ELY

Elveden, sport at, 28, 174, ISo,
234, 236, 242, 248

Engraving, gun, 74

FENCES, 160--165
Ferrets, 260, 261, 3°2; see

Vermin
Field glasses, 293
Fitting a gun, 85-88
Flags, 171
Flint locks, 13, 48-50, 99
Flushes, 191
Fosbery, Col., 69
Foumarts, 278
Four-barrelled guns, 62
Foxes, 234,257, 262, 283; see

Vermin
French partridges, 143

GAME accounts, tabulated ah
stracts of, 209, 211

Game-hook, of the Chantilly
estate, 30 ; of Elveden, ISo;
extracts from Riddlesworth,
211 ; extracts from the Holk
ham, 212

Gapes, the, 158
Gape-worm, the, 250
Gate neB, poachers', 311
Gaultheria Shalloll, 191
Gilbert, Mr., his 'Shooting

Corrector,' 43
Greener's, Mr., method ofmak-

ing shot, 106
Ground game, 200, 311
Grouse moors, the best, 24
Gun-barrels, 64, 75; see Guns
Gun-cases, 115, 116
Gun-cleaning, 1I6-[1I9]
Gun-locks, 68, 117 ; see Guns
Gunmakers-Beesler, :\Ir., 93;

GUN
R1and, Messrs., 73; Boss,
Messrs., 91; Cogswell &
Harrison, 55, 56, 94 ; Fullerd,
66 ; Gibbs & Pitt, 57 ; Grant,
55, 74, 77-8 1 ; Greener, 54,
57,62,75; Holland, Messrs.,
55,57,60,61,6<),74,87,271 ;
Lancaster, c., 62, 78-81,
94; Lang, 51 ; :\Ianton, 50;
Murcott, 56; Needham, 56 ;
Pape, 62 ; Punley & Sons, 49,
50, 53, 55, 57-59,74, 75, S9,
[119]; Rigby, 55; Westley
Richards, 53,57,135; Wood
ward, 55 ; see vol. ii.

Gunpowder, black, 99; chemi
cal powders, 99; Schijnbein's
discovery, 99; Schultze's
invention, 99; E.C., 100,
101; varieties of nitro
powders, 102-1°3; see vol ii.

Gunpowder making, the Ex
plosive Company, 100

, Guns and gun-making, Purcley's
ancient and modern, 49;
:\Ianton's flint-lock, 50 ;
muzzle- and breech-loaders,
51; Lefaucheux pin-fire, 51,
52; central fire, 52; Westley
Richards' snap-action, 53;
I'urdey & Son's bolt improve
ment, 53; Greener's top
extension, 53, 54; Cogswell
& Harrison's ejector, 55, 56 ;
Henry Rifle Co., 66; Need
ham's, !\Iurcott's, (;ibbs' anti
Pitt's and Westley Richards'
hammerless, 56, 57; Anson
and Deeley's invention, 57;
Purdey & Son's hammerless,
57; ejectors, 59; Holland's
ejector, 61; four-barrelled, 62;

A,\2
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GUN
choke-bores, 62; choke-bore
v. cylinder, 63, 84-88 ; gun
barrels, 64; 'Damascus,' 64,
66 ; steel barrels, 64 ;
barrel-making, 66-68; 'action
ing,' 68; the stripper's and
finisher's work, 68, 69; shot
and ball gun, 69; prices
and values, 71-81; London
1'erSllS Birmingham workman
ship, 74; engraving, 75;
Mr. Greener's account of
make and cost of a good gun,
75-77; prime cost of best
class nf gun, 77 ; Gmnt's ham
merless, 77; the Lancaster,
78; Lancaster ejector, 80;
the choice ofa gun, ~2 ; fitting
gun to the shooter, 85-88;
balance, 86 ; well'shaped, 87 ;
bad,shaped, 87; Try guns,
88, S9; hammerless Z'. hanJ
mer, 90; single-trigger, 91
96 ; weight, bore, and
charges, 96-99; powder, 99
1.03; shot, 1,04-108; cart
ndges, 108-112; caps, 112;
wads, 112; proof of guns,
114; cases, I15; clcaning,
116-120; locks, 117 ; clean
in~,rnds, 120, [119]; for
pigeon shooting from traps,
339; 'Paradox,' 346; sec
,'n!. ii.

HAMMER guns; see Guns
Hammerless guns; s..e Guns
Handicap pigeon shooting, 338
Hares, 10, 17, 135, 201, 214,

271,304, 3I1, 312,319
Harriers, 286

KEE
Harting, Mr. J. E., his method

of mounting dead pigeons as
decoys, 227

Hatching-pens, 240, 241, 245
Hawks, 284, 285; see Vermin
Hedgehogs, 282; see \-crmin
Herod, Samuel, keeper, 179
Heron Court, sport at, 44;

game and fowl shot in thirty·
nine seasons at, 45

Hobbys, 286; see Vermin
Holkham, sport at, 16, 17, ISo,

189, 190, 205,217
Hornsey Wood, pigeon shooting

at, 343
Hurdle batteries, 164
Hurlingham, pigeun shooting

at, 335, 338, 343, 345
Hypen',·u", ca/;'cillum, 190
Houghton, sport at, [178]

INCl'BATORS, 239
Ireland, sport in, 27
Irish water-spaniels, 330

JACKDAWS, 246, 274, 279; ue
Vermin

Jagganl, Jerry, keeper, 141

Jays, 246, 274, 279; Set Vermin
Joyce's absolutely gastight car-

tridge case, 110

KE="NELS, 320
Keepers, and their duties, II9,

125, 126, 131, 132, 140, 146,
153, 155, 156, 158, 159, 162,
165, 168, 169, 172, 183, 185,
186,201, 2°3,204,206, 2°7,
214, 215, 231, 233, 234, 236,
237, 239, 241, 243, 245, 248,
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252, 254, 257, 265, 273-284,
289; qualities and character
istics, 29 t ; taking tips for plac
ing shooters, 292; 'keepers'
fund,' 292; good and had,
292, 293; supplying with field
glasses, 293 ; dealings with
poachers, 294; acquaintance
with the game laws and laws of
trespass, 294; head-keepers
to be furnished with guns,
295 ; attacking poachers, 295,
297 ; use of revo!\'ers, 295;
use of sticks, 296; good health
enjoyed by, 296; skulkers
and malingerers, 296; three
keepers on a Norfolk estate,
297 ; a deed of appointment
in 1835, 297, 302, 304, 317,
320; su vol ii.

Kestrels, 246, 280--282, 289
Kites, 154

LANCASTER gun, 78
Lefaucheux pin-fire gun, the,S I

Loaders, positions of, and in-
structions to, in handling guns,
173-175

London Gun Club, 335, 338,
343-345

London gunmakers, 74, 89

MAGGOTS, 248
Magpies, 274, 275
Malmesbury, Lord, grand total

of game killed by, in forty
seasons, 45

Matches, pigeon-shooting, 342
Mayes, James, keeper, 234, 249
Megnin, Dr., quoted, 159,251

PAR

Merlins, 286
~lerton, sport at, 174, 214;

home woods, plan of coverts
at, 223,229

Mews, 233, 235
~Ionson, Hon. D., 345
Monte Carlo, pigeon-shooting

at, 258
l\Iuzzle- loaders, dangers of, 174

NEATSFOOT oil, for cleaning
guns, 118

Netting, 200, 309-313
Nmyoptertts lenticulan's, 215
New Forest, sport in, 263, 264
Norfolk, sport in, 9, 27-29, 44,

51,143,155, 170, 176, l178],
207, 212, 213, 223,229, 234,
255, 2°7; see vol. ii.

Norfolk shirts, 189

, OLD HATS' at Ealing, pigeon
shooting at, 336

Ormerod, ~Iiss, 208
Owls, 246, 286, 289

• I'ARADOX ' gun, 69; result of
trials with, 346

Paraffin, for cleaning guns, 117
119

Partridge shiloting, popularity
of, 139; driving, 140, 148,
155 ; knowledge ofthe ground,
140; keepers interested in
sparing the birds, 140 ; anec
dote of Jerry Jaggard, 141 ;

working with pointers, 141;
walking in line, 143, 148,
149: introduction of the
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'French bird,' 143; 'mark
over,' 143; inferiority of the
'red legs,' 144; cause of
the abandonment of dogs,
144; working with retrievers,
145; good and bad dogs,
146; marking, 146-148; the
line ell l(helOIl, 149-152; a
bowed line, 149-153; out
manceu\"fing a covey, 151;
the shooting and the flushing
point, 151; working down
wind, 153 ; use of kites, 154 ;
shooting over dogs, 155, 156 ;
match between Mr. WiIliam
Coke and Lord Kennedy,
155; the selection of the
fittest, 155; rewards for
bringing in cock pheasants,
156 ; ahuse of driving, 156;
planning and execution of a
day's driving, 157; where to
find the birds, 158 ; partridges
few where pheasants are
many, 158; the gapes dis
ease, 158, 159; remedies for,
159; a favourite holding
cover, 160; height and posi
tion of fences, 160-165; con
duct of the guns at the fences,
163; battery made with
hurdles, 164; pits, 164 ;
wooden shields, 164; dis
tances between batteries, 165;
colour of hats or caps, 165;
order and succession of drives,
165; beginning at up-wind
end of beat and driving down
wind, 166; scattering the
birds, 167 ; driving and walk
ing combined, 168; James
Woodrow, of Buckenham,

PHE

169; use of fresh ploughed
land, 169 ; placing the beaters,
169 ; assignment of colours to
various divisions of beaters,
171 ; the use of flags, 171;
economy of time, 172; pick
ing up dead birds, 172 ; placing
the shooters, 172 ; dangers of
muzzle-loaders in driving, 174 ;
instructions to loaders in hand
ling guns, 175 ; changing guns,
176; hints to shooters, 176
178 ; 'traversing,' 177 ; match
between Mr. Crawford and
Mr. Osbaldestonin 1850, 178;
large bags, 179, ISo, [181]
[183], 304, 309; reply to
critics on driving, [182]

Pea rifles, 270, 271
Peregrine falcons, 284
Phasianus Cokhi(lIS, 233
Pkasiamts, Lin., 185
Phasiamts Reevesii, 185
Phasianus torqttalus, 233
Pheasants, inimical to partridges,

158 ;pheasant shooting, [18o] ;
diverse literary opinions on
battue-shooting, [ISo], 18i;
killing with sticks in Persia,
182; management of covert
shooting, 182; placing shoot
ers, 183; genera ofbirds, 185 ;
their running powers, 185;
best direction to beat a covert,
185; placing stoppers, 187;
bramble beating, 188; cloth
ing for men who beat in
brushwood, 189; character of
covert, 190; flushing, 191,
203, 206, 217, 219-221;
, high side shot,' 192 ; method
of pursuit advocated b}' oppo-
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nents of the use of beaters,
193; • straight m-er,' 194;
how far to hold in front of a
bird, 195; following birds
with the gun at the shoulder,
I C)6; shooting posi tions, 197,
198; 'mopping up,' 198; in
the presence of ground game,
200 ; netting the covert, 200 ;

, sewin, t 200: co.operation
of suwrdinates, 201 ; use of
dogs, 201; tricky keepers,
201 ; fees to keepers for best
places, 202; picking up dead
birds, 2°3; retrieving wounded
birds, 203 ; sparing hens, 203;
counting the Lag, 204 ; keep
ing individual scores, 204;
question of tbe domestication
of the pheasant, 205 ; whist
ling at feeding times, 206;
thinning the cocks, 206 ; pro
portion of cocks to hens, 207 ;
number of birds sent to Lon
don markets, 207 ; increase of
birds in present century, 207 ;
consumption of worms and
grubs, 208; proportion a\-ail
able to g.-neral consumer and
prices, 20ll, 219 ; cost of pre
servation, 210; abstracts of
game accounts, 210; extracts
from the Riddlesworth game
book, 211 ; extracts from the
lIolkham game-hook, 212; a
big Lag with muzzle-loaders
at Bradgate Park, 213; the
largest bag ever made in one
day (at Croxtethl, 213 ; excel
lence of sport not dependent
on quantity of game killed,
214; feeding in co\-ert, 215;

353

PGA

natural food, 215; plans of
coverts at Sturston Carr, 216,
Cherry Row, 217, Lord Lon
deshorough's. 218,219, \-,"ay
land Wood, 219, l\Ierton home
woods, 223, 224; poaching.

304,3°7
Pheasantries, 233, 235
Pigeon shooting from traps, 335 ;

position of clubs, 335; leall
ing shooters, 336; care be
stowed on birds before shoot
ing, 337 ; club rules to pre
vent ill-treatment, 337-339;
single-barrelled guns for be
ginners, 339; advice to ad
vanced shooters, 340; match
shooting, 341,342; handi
ca~, 343; notable matches,
343 ; Dr. Carver and Captain
Bogardus, 344; best shots at
Hurlingham, 345 ; sources of
information respecting, 345

Pin-fire guns, 54
Pinnock, James, beater, 189
Pits, for shooters, 164
Poachers and poaching. 294

297 ; sentimental views about.
299 ; practical aspect of
poaching, 300; the poacher's
physical appearance, 301;
rural, 3°2; town, 302 ; drilling,
303 ; use of dogs, 303, 3°4;
collusion between town and
rural, 3°5; confederates on
railways, 305; reformed poach
ers as keepers, 306 ; a cunning
scoundrel, 306 ; at pheasants,
307 ; use of alarm guns. 308 ;
at partridges, 309; netting,
309. 310; at the ground game,
311; hares, 311; gate nets,
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311; purse nets, 312, wire
snares, 312 ; at rabbits, 313 ;
the long net, 313

Pointers, use of,S, 22, 27, 141,
144, 145,193, 314, 315, 318,
319, 322-33°

Poison for destroying vermin,
287

Polecats, 261, 278
Pole-traps, 289
Powder, 99-104; proof of guns

with nitro-powders, 114
Prices of guns, 71-81 ; of phea

sants and other game, 208
210, 252

Purse nets, 260, 312

RABBITS, and rabhit shooting,
11, 12,85, 131,210,213,249
259; popularity of the sport,
260; a difficult shot, 260,
271 ; use of ferrets, 260, 261 ;
purse nets, 260; use of
spaniels, 261-265; terriers,
261-262 ; beagles, 262; pre
ference for the employment of
Clumbers and Cockers, 262,
263 ; shooting, 264; the line
of beaters, 265; 'showing,'
265, 266; the sport in detail,
267; keeping the line, 268;
caution in firing, 269; use of
the pea riRe, 270 as vermin,
304,3 11 , 312, 313

Rats, 18, 246, 253, 278; sa
Vermin

Ravens, 286
Reariag, 231; paying keepers

by results, 231 ; proportion of
cocks to hens, 233; cross
ing, 233; the Phasianus

REA

CoIchicus, 233 ; 1'. torquatus,
233; advantages and dis
advantages of the use of
mews, 233; weather favour
able for laying, 234 ; propor
tion of eggs hatched, 234;
gathering eggs, 235; con
stmction of mews and phea
santries, 235 ; precautions in
attendance on the birds, 236 :
pinioning, 236; enclosures
open above, 236; fowls as
foster-mothers, 237; preser
vation of eggs, 238; suit'lble
coops, 238, 239; use of in
cubators, 239; hatching pens,
240, 241 ; sitting-coxes, 24:! ;
construction of ordinary hen
coops, 242; number of eggs
to a sitting, 242 ; objections to
the use of turkey hens, 243 ;
chcice of soil for the coops,
243 ; ant-hills, 243 ; arrange
ment of the coops, 244;
guarding the coops at night,
245; vemlin destmctive to
eggs and young birds, 245,
246 ; bird enemies, 246 ; dogs
among the coops, 246; best
kinds of food, 246 ; hours of
feeding, 747; hen's eggs as
food, 247; scrap cake, 247,
248; maggots, 248; Mr.
Carnegie's table of food for
young pheasants, 248; rice
and greaves, 249; authorities
on feeding, 250; use of water,
250, 251; Dr. Walker, of
Franklinville, V.S., on the
gapes disease, 250; proportion
of men to coops, 252; esti
mate of cost of rearing and



INDEX. 355

REA

..elling prices, 252 ; good and
bad keepers, 252; permanent
stores of food and their in
spection, 253 ; perpetual war
against mts, 253 ; partridges,
253; ants' eggs for partritlges,
253 ; Sprall's l'atent ' Crissel,'
253; collecting insects for
food, 254; taking up eggs,
254; imported birds, 255;
caution in buying eggs, 256;
use of buckwheat and hemp
seed in attmcting partridges,
256; good breeding-places,
256; dogs the worst enemies
to partridges, 257; thinning
off cock birds, 257; re-esta
blishing healthy stock on
land, 258

Rendlesham, sport at, 16
Retrievers, use of, 5, 145, 315-

319, 32r, 329-334; see Dogs
Revolvers, 295
Riddlesworth, sport at, 184,211
Royal Society for Prevention of

Cruelty to Animals, 3,5

SCHl)NIlEIN, experimenting che
mist in gunpowder, 99

Schultze, Captain, inventor of
the' sawdust' gunpowder, 99

Scotland, sport in, 6, 27, 144;
see vol. ii.

Sellers, 144, 181,314,319, 320,
322-33°

Sewin, 201
Sharnton, Richard, winner of

prize for shooting in 18 I1, 17
Shields, wooden, 164
Shooters, 12 I ; the best kind,

121, 123,; mistaken notions
respecting, 122; qualities of,

SHO

124; had unsporting kind
124-127; wrong sort, 127;
bad shots but excellent fellows,
128; jealous, 128; 'wiping
another's eye,' 129; anecdote
of the general, the parson, and
the lawyer, 129; schoolboys
out shooting, 130 ; the anxious
host, 131; the host who
gnawed the turnips, 131 ; the
martinet, 131, 132; the exci
table host, 133; dangerous
shooting companions, 134;
the old-fashioned shooting
host, 135; marking, 137;
'Woodcock Brown,' 137

Shooting, modern methods of,
2 ; driving, 3 ; a OOttue, 3, 4,
20 ; cheap pheasants, 3;
ignomnt critics, 3, 4, 20 ; use
of dogs, 5 ; grouse, 6 ; pheno
menal marksmanship, 7; hasty
firing, 8 ; judging distance, 8 ;
partridges, 9; shooting over
dogs, 9; hares, 10; rabbits,
I I; old style, 14; sport in
Bohemia, 14, 15; in Suffolk
in 1807, 16; at Holkham, 16;
analysis of yearly bags at
Holkham, 17; a prize winner
in 1811, 17 ; increase in phea
sants, 18; a big bag at Lord
Stamford's, 19; trapping a
critic, 21; pointers, 22 ;
Bromley Davenport on sport
ing critics, 23; increase in
grouse, 24; the best grouse
moors, 24; six da)'s' shooting
at Wemmergill, 25; average
bags in Ireland, Wales, and
Scotland, 27; skill of the
Maharajah Duleep Singh, 28 ;
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the game book of the Chantilly
estate, 30

Shooting-coats, 136
Shooting corrector, 43
Shooting schools, 46
Shot, soft, 104, 1°5; chilled,

104; hard, 1°5; manufac
ture, 1°5; Greener's method
of sizing, 106; number of
pellets of hard and soft to
ounce, 106; sizes suited to
seasons and game, 106, 107;
quantity to gun, 107, 108

Shot and Ball Gun, 69, 346
Six I\Iile Bottom, sport at, 179
Snares for wood pigeons, 226,

227, 229; for partridges,
310; wire, 312

Sore-finger, [119J
Spaniels, 181, 193, 261-265
Sparrow-hawks, 246, 276, 280
Sportsmen and game-preservers,

past and present-Ashburton,
Lord, 164, 179, 180, [179J,
213; Baring, Hon. A., [179J;
Baring, Hon. F., [177J;
Bedford, Duke of, 212;
Birkheck, Mr. E., 180;
Bromley Davenport, Mr.,
132; Brooke, Sir V., 12;
Brown, Mr. Gilpin, 24;
Buckler, Co!., 176; Cam
hridge, Duke of, [177J;
Campbell of Monzies, 26;
Chesterfield, Earl of, [178];
Coke, Col., 18o; Coke,
Lord, 18o; Coke, Hon. \\-.,
155, ISo; Coke, Mr., 28,
178; Corbell, Sir V., 28;
Corrance, F., 7, 336; Craw
ford, ~Ir., 178; Deerhurst,
Viscount, [178J; Devonshire,

SPO

Duke of, 24; DiV;by, Col.
Eo, [177J; Downe, Lord, 24.
27; Duleep Singh, Maha
rajah, 7, 18, 26, 28, 174,
ISo; Duleep Singh, Prince
Victor, [179J; Edwards, Sir
H., 6; Elcho, Lord, [178J;
Eversleigh, Lord, 69; Fel
lowes, Mr., 18; Forbes. Mr.,
180; Fosbery, Col., 69;
Fryer, Mr. F., 7; Grey,
Earl cle, 7, 28, 174,213,336,
345; Gurney-Buxton, Mr.,
18o; Hall, Gen. J., 24, 141,
146, 169, 179, 336, 343;
Hawker, Co!., I; Heath
cote, Mr., 343; Heygate,
Mr., 344; Hill, Lord, 18;
Huntingfield, Lord, 7, 18,
155, 343; Ilchester, Lord,
[177J; Kennard, M. T. [178];
Kennedr, Lord, 28, 155;
Lathom, Earl of, [179]; Lav
ington, Lord, 15; Leconfield,
Lord, 180,336,343; Leicester,
Lord, 16, 18, 184, 21:>, 258;
Londesborouv;h, Lord, 18,
28, 219, 336; Low, "".,
[178J; Lyttelton, Lord, 180;
Macdonald, Gen. J., 141;
~Ialmesbury, Lord, 44, 45;
Milbank, Mr. Ralph, [177J;
Milbank, Sir F., 7, 24, 26,
343 ; Mildmay, Capt. E. St. J.,
[177]; Kewport, Lord, 7,
[179]; Normanby, Marquess
of, 37, 38 ; Osbaldeston. Mr.,
28, 156, 178, 336; Pembroke,
Earl of, [179]; Price, Mr. R.
J. Lloyd, 213; Pryor. Mr.,
180; Rimington-Wilson. Mr.,
24, 26, 27, 336 ; Rendlesham.
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Lord, 16. Ill; Ripon, ~Iar

quess.24, 26; Ross. Capt.,342;
l{oxburgh. Duke of. [177];
Rutland, Duke of. 6'); Sef
ton. Lord, 18, 213; Shelley.
Capt. , 344. 345; Stamford.
Lord, 18, 19, 16'), 179,214 ;
Stonor, Hon. H., [178];
Stuart-Wortley, Mr. A., 7 ;
Sulton, Sir R., 156, 167. 178;
Tyssen-Amherst, Mr.. 18;
\'ane-Tempest, Lord H"
[178] ; Wales, Prince of, 18;
Walsingham, Lord, 7,18,24,
26. [177], [179] ; Ward-Hunt,
Mr•• 7; Ward, Mr. D., 344.
345; Wharncliffe, Lord. 12;
Wenlock. Lord. ISo ; Wood,
Mr. A., [177]; York. Duke
of, [178]

Stoats 276, 287, 288; see
Vermin

Stoppers, 187, 191,200,206.219
Studley, sport at, 44
Sturston Carr. plan ofcovert, 216
Suffolk, sport in, 9, 17. 27-29,

51, 143, 155, 170, 180,207,
212

Sutherland, sport in, 227
Syngamus Irac/z,.ali.", 159, 251

TEGETMEIER, Mr., quoted.
205, 208, 250

Terriers, 261
Traps for vermin. 287
Traps, pigeon-shooting. 3311-341
Try guns, 88, 89
Turpentine as a cure for gapes,

159

YA)IRtRY, Arminius, quoted,
182

woo
Vermin, destructive to eggs and

young birds, 245. 246 ; defini
tion of, 273; animals and
birds which do great mischief
and must be destroyed. 274
279; folly of allowing
keepers so much per head
for destroying, 275 ; creatures
which do harm but ha\-e
some few redeeming points,
279-282; creatures which
destroy game but possess
qualities which should pre
vent their indiscriminate de
struction, 283-287; use of
poison in destroying, 287;
traps, 287; unnecessar
cruelty in trapping, 288; the
pole-trap, 289

Virginian wlins, introduction
into Norfolk. 255

WAilS, 112-114

Wales, sport in, 27. 213
Walker, Dr., of Franklinvillc,

V.S., quoted on the gapes
disease, 250

\Vatson, keeper. 297
\Vayland Wood, plan of covert,

219-223
\Veasels, 276, 287, 288; s,'1!

Vermin
Weight of guns, 93
Wemmergill. sport at. 24, 25
\Vild cat, 277 ; see Vermin
Willestlen, pigeon shooting at,

343
\\'indhover, 280
Wire snares. 312
Woodcock. 12, 137,213
\Vood pigeon shooting, 224;
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most favourable months for,
225; decoys, 225-227, 229;
colour of clothing for shooter,
225 ; high winds favouring,
225 ; shooting blue rocks on
rocky coa~ts, 227, 229; con
tents of crops, 228

Woodrow, James, keeper, 169
Works quoted-Bailey's' Phea

sants and Pheasantries,' 250 ;
Blaine's ' Rural Sports,' 193,
212 ; Bromley Davenport's
, Sport,' 23, [180], 181 ; Car
negie's ' Practical Game- PIe
serving,' 253 ; 'Curiosities of
Civilisation,' 2°7; Daniel's
'Rural Sports,' 143, 214;
Elliot's • Monograph of the
Phasianidre,' 250; , Field,'
The, 25, 30, 207, 250 ;
Forby's 'East - Anglian Vo
cabulary,' 215 ; 'Gapes Dis
ease in Gallinaceous Birds,'
159; Greener's • Gun and
its Development,' 14. 75;
Johnson's 'Sportsman's Cy
clopxdia,' 195, 212 ; Jullien's

YOR

'La Chas.~e, son histoire et
sa legislation,' 181; Manley's
• Notes on Game and Game
shooting,' [184]; Megnin' On
the Syngamus tracheaIis, '
159; Neville's • Game Laws
of England for Gamekeepers,'
295 ; Nimrod, 39; , Oakley
Shooting Code,' 192 ; • St.
James's Gazette,' 207; Ste
venson's • Birds of Norfolk,'
19, [ISo], 207 ; Stonehenge's
• British Rural Sports,' 4;
Tegetmeier's • Pheasants,'
250; Thomhill's • Sporting
Directory,' 193; Waterton's
• Essays on Ornithology,' 205,
207 ; White's ' Natural His
tory of Selborne,' 178

Wretham, Norfolk, sport at,
234

Wynter, Dr., cited, 207

YORKSHIRE, sport in, 6, 24, 25,
28,44,229

Yorkshire moors, 6
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